A Parable: The Neglectful Fiancée
by Tricia Berg

A young woman's fiancé went to war, leaving her with his valuables before
departing. He wrote many love letters to her while he was away. His beloved
missed him very much, but she managed to carry on with her life in his
absence. Finally (and suddenly) the day came when he returned, and he invited
her to a special dinner to celebrate their reunion with one another.

While they were dining, her betrothed kept discussing things that surprised
her—things she didn't know about him and his plans for the future. Finally,
confused by her vague responses, he said, "I told you all about these things in
my letters. Didn't you receive them?"

She replied enthusiastically, "Yes, and I kept them stacked with a pretty ribbon
on the coffee table to remind myself and anyone who visited of our loving
relationship - except anyone who was against the war - then I put them away
in order to avoid offending them or taking any chance they might be unkind to
me because of my association with you."

He, frankly put off by her lack of sense and loyalty, asked incredulously, "But
you didn't even read them?"

She admitted that, "No, I didn't want to mar them or wear them out by opening
and handling them. Sometimes they actually got covered up with other papers
and such, making me forget all about them for a while.”

Feeling slightly embarrassed by her admission, she felt the need to make an
excuse, so she blurted out, “"Besides, I was quite busy—you don’t know what
it was like trying to manage here without you."

He replied, “"But you never wrote to me about your difficulties,” to which she
answered, “I didn't want to bother you because I knew you had enough
troubles on your mind. I thought you would rather that I handle my own
problems.”

Disheartened, he painfully asked her, "Didn’t you know I love you so much that
I would give my life for you, and that no burden of yours is too big or too small
to share with me?”



She had no answer for him, and so he continued, "So what you're saying is that
you didn't get my instructions on how I wished you to invest what I left with
you?"

"NO."

"Well, I still love you and always will, but this saddens me greatly. We will have
a less glorious future together because you didn't read and follow my explicit
instructions, which were for both of our good. It would have pleased me so
much if you had taken more care to learn about my desires and do as I asked
of you."

I don’t know about you, but I can’t help wondering how happy their marriage
will be with the young man carrying it all and the woman offering up on her end
what appears at a glance to be nothing more than rather shallow words?
Successful marriages are built on devotion, love and respect. (Eph. 5:32-33)

We can all see how foolish the young woman in the parable was—yet, this is
what it will be like for anyone who never bothers to read their Bible (which is
a collection of love letters from our Lord), forgetting to pray continually to Him
for help to navigate this world fraught with danger and troubles. He has told us
that He will provide whatever we need, including much-needed strength and
wisdom, and has given each of us gifts to be invested and used for His glory.

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed.
You know that when you were pagans you were led astray to mute idols,
however you were led. Therefore I want you to understand that no one
speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say
“Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit. Now there are varieties of gifts, but the
same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there
are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in
everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.
For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another
the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the
same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working
of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between
spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of
tongues. All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions
to each one individually as he wills. For just as the body is one and has many
members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it
is with Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or
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Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 1 Corinthians
12:1-13

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal
of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is
good and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace given to me I say to
everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think,
but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that
God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and the
members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body
in Christ, and individually members one of another. Having gifts that differ
according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion
to our faith; if service, in our serving,; the one who teaches, in his teaching; the
one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity,; the
one who leads, with zeal,; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.
Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one
another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not
be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be
patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the
saints and seek to show hospitality. Bless those who persecute you, bless and
do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.
Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the
lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. Repay no one evil for evil, but give
thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so far as it
depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but
leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay,
says the Lord.” To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is
thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals
on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
Romans 12:1-21

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the
Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. Of
his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind
of firstfruits of his creatures. Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person
be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; for the anger of man does not
produce the righteousness of God. Therefore put away all filthiness and
rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is
able to save your souls. But be doers of the word, and not hearers only,
deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he
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is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. For he looks at
himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. But the one who
looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer
who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. If anyone
thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this
person’s religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God,
the Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep
oneself unstained from the world. James 1:17-27

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
Matthew 11:28-30

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the
proper time he may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he
cares for you. Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your
faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your
brotherhood throughout the world. And after you have suffered a little while,
the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will
himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the dominion
forever and ever. Amen. 1 Peter 5:6-11 (Also Psalm 55:22)

For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive
you, but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father
forgive your trespasses. Matthew 6:14-15

Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. "Judge not, and you will not be
judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be
forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure
you use it will be measured back to you.” Luke 6:36-38

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you
know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let
steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking
in nothing. If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously
to all without reproach, and it will be given him. But let him ask in faith, with
no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and
tossed by the wind. For that person must not suppose that he will receive



anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
James 1:2-8

And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, help
the weak, be patient with them all. See that no one repays anyone evil for evil,
but always seek to do good to one another and to everyone. Rejoice always,
pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God
in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophecies, but
test everything; hold fast what is good. Abstain from every form of evil. 1
Thessalonians 5:14-22

Rejoice in the Lord always,; again I will say, rejoice. Let your reasonableness be
known to everyone. The Lord is at hand,; do not be anxious about anything, but
in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers,
whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there
is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. What you have learned
and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of
peace will be with you. Philippians 4:4-9

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole
armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the deuvil.
For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against
the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole
armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having
done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth,
and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet,
having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. In all circumstances
take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts
of the evil one; and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God, praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and
supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication
for all the saints, and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening
my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an
ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak.
Ephesians 6:10-20

Jesus has not gone off to war like the man in the parable, but instead He has
already WON the victory, and has gone to receive His kingdom. All things have
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been given into His hand, but as YET He has not brought all things into
submission. (Heb. 2:5-9, Matt. 28:18, Phil. 2:9-11, Psa. 2:1-12) He WILL be
returning physically to rule the nations. (Rev. 19:11-20:6, Isa. 11:1-9, Isa.
2:1-4, Isa. 19:19-25, Isa. 65:20, 25, Zech. 8:20-23, 14:20-21) Prior to that
time, He will gather His bride to Himself and He will examine the “work” we
believers, members of His Body, the Church (Eph. 5:23, Col. 1:24), have each
done “in His field” to honor and please Him. (Matt. 9:37-38, Rev. 11:15-19) He
expects and deserves a “profit” on His investment in us. If we don't read His
instructions, then we may discover too late that we have built upon the sand
instead of the Rock, or with cheap materials instead of the precious ones our
Beloved deserves. (Eph. 1:3-14, 1Pet. 1:14-19)

And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your
flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses,
by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands.
This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities
and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him. Therefore let no
one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or with regard to a
festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. These are a shadow of the things to
come, but the substance belongs to Christ. Let no one disqualify you, insisting
on asceticism and worship of angels, going on in detail about visions, puffed up
without reason by his sensuous mind, and not holding fast to the Head, from
whom the whole body, nourished and knit together through its joints and
ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God. Colossians 2:13-19

“"Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he
both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Being therefore
a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would
set one of his descendants on his throne, he foresaw and spoke about the
resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his
flesh see corruption. This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses.
Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the
Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you
yourselves are seeing and hearing. For David did not ascend into the heavens,
but he himself says, "'The Lord said to my Lord, "Sit at my right hand, until I
make your enemies your footstool.” Let all the house of Israel therefore know
for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you
crucified.” Acts 2:29-36

“"Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my

Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that
I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
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come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.”
John 14:1-3

But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who
belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the
Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. For he must
reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be
destroyed is death. For "God has put all things in subjection under his feet.” But
when it says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted
who put all things in subjection under him. When all things are subjected to
him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in
subjection under him, that God may be all in all. 1 Corinthians 15:23-28

Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of
many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out,
“"Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult
and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride
has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen,
bright and pure”— for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. And
the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the
marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, "These are the true words
of God.” Revelation 19:6-9

According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid
a foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how
he builds upon it. For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid,
which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver,
precious stones, wood, hay, straw—each one’s work will become manifest, for
the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test
what sort of work each one has done. If the work that anyone has built on the
foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s work is burned up, he
will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire. Do
you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? If
anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him. For God’s temple is holy,
and you are that temple. Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you
thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may become
wise. For the wisdom of this world is folly with God. For it is written, “"He
catches the wise in their craftiness,” and again, "The Lord knows the thoughts
of the wise, that they are futile.” 1 Corinthians 3:10-20

“For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and
entrusted to them his property. To one he gave five talents, to another two, to
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another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. He who had
received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five
talents more. So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. But
he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his
master’s money. Now after a long time the master of those servants came and
settled accounts with them. And he who had received the five talents came
forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five
talents, here I have made five talents more.” His master said to him, ‘Well
done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set
you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ And he also who had the two
talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here
I have made two talents more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and
faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much.
Enter into the joy of your master.” He also who had received the one talent
came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where
you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, so I was afraid,
and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But
his master answered him, 'You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I
reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? Then you
ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should
have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him and
give it to him who has the ten talents. For to everyone who has will more be
given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even
what he has will be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer
darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Matthew
25:14-30

As they heard these things, he proceeded to tell a parable, because he was
near to Jerusalem, and because they supposed that the kingdom of God was to
appear immediately. He said therefore, "A nobleman went into a far country to
receive for himself a kingdom and then return. Calling ten of his servants, he
gave them ten minas, and said to them, 'Engage in business until I come.’ But
his citizens hated him and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We do not want
this man to reign over us.” When he returned, having received the kingdom, he
ordered these servants to whom he had given the money to be called to him,
that he might know what they had gained by doing business. The first came
before him, saying, 'Lord, your mina has made ten minas more.” And he said
to him, ‘Well done, good servant! Because you have been faithful in a very
little, you shall have authority over ten cities.” And the second came, saying,
‘Lord, your mina has made five minas.’ And he said to him, 'And you are to be
over five cities.” Then another came, saying, 'Lord, here is your mina, which I
kept laid away in a handkerchief; for I was afraid of you, because you are a
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severe man. You take what you did not deposit, and reap what you did not
sow.’ He said to him, 'I will condemn you with your own words, you wicked
servant! You knew that I was a severe man, taking what I did not deposit and
reaping what I did not sow? Why then did you not put my money in the bank,
and at my coming I might have collected it with interest?’ And he said to those
who stood by, 'Take the mina from him, and give it to the one who has the ten
minas.” And they said to him, 'Lord, he has ten minas!’ 'I tell you that to
everyone who has, more will be given, but from the one who has not, even
what he has will be taken away. But as for these enemies of mine, who did not
want me to reign over them, bring them here and slaughter them before me.””
Luke 19:11-27

We mustn’t get distracted and be caught off-guard by His return. If we hide our
light under a bushel (e.g. take pains to fit in with the world and go along with
the flow, remain quiet instead of standing up for the truth among people who
may not share our faith or may even be hostile to the Gospel and our Christian
values), that is the same as burying our “talent” (gift or gifts entrusted to and
bestowed upon us by God) in the sand. That is “salt that has lost its saltiness,”
NOT being a good and FAITHFUL servant. He will NOT be pleased with us, and
our eternal reward WILL suffer for it.

"But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Be on guard, keep awake. For you do
not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when
he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and
commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. Therefore stay awake—for you do
not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at
midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning—Ilest he come suddenly
and find you asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.” Mark
13:32-37

"But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. For as were the days of Noah, so will
be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when
Noah entered the ark, and they were unaware until the flood came and swept
them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two men will be
in the field; one will be taken and one left. Two women will be grinding at the
mill; one will be taken and one left. Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know
on what day your Lord is coming. But know this, that if the master of the house
had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have
stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you
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also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.
"Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his master has set over his
household, to give them their food at the proper time? Blessed is that servant
whom his master will find so doing when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will
set him over all his possessions. But if that wicked servant says to himself, ‘My
master is delayed,” and begins to beat his fellow servants and eats and drinks
with drunkards, the master of that servant will come on a day when he does not
expect him and at an hour he does not know and will cut him in pieces and put
him with the hypocrites. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.” Matthew 24:36-51

Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is
willing, but the flesh is weak.” Matthew 26:41

"But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and
drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like
a trap. For it will come upon all who dwell on the face of the whole earth. But
stay awake at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these
things that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” Luke
21:34-36

Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. The night
is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness
and put on the armor of light. Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in
orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in
quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. Romans 13:11-14

"Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and
went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise.
For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, but the wise
took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, they all
became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a cry, 'Here is the
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” Then all those virgins rose and trimmed
their lamps. And the foolish said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our
lamps are going out.” But the wise answered, saying, 'Since there will not be
enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ And
while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready
went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. Afterward the
other virgins came also, saying, 'Lord, lord, open to us.” But he answered,
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‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ Watch therefore, for you know neither
the day nor the hour.” Matthew 25:1-13

"Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, and be like men who are
waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they
may open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. Blessed are
those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to
you, he will dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will
come and serve them. If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and
finds them awake, blessed are those servants! But know this, that if the master
of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have
left his house to be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is
coming at an hour you do not expect.” Peter said, "Lord, are you telling this
parable for us or for all?” And the Lord said, "Who then is the faithful and wise
manager, whom his master will set over his household, to give them their
portion of food at the proper time? Blessed is that servant whom his master will
find so doing when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will set him over all his
possessions. But if that servant says to himself, 'My master is delayed in
coming,’ and begins to beat the male and female servants, and to eat and drink
and get drunk, the master of that servant will come on a day when he does not
expect him and at an hour he does not know, and will cut him in pieces and put
him with the unfaithful. And that servant who knew his master’s will but did not
get ready or act according to his will, will receive a severe beating. But the one
who did not know, and did what deserved a beating, will receive a light beating.
Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be required, and from him
to whom they entrusted much, they will demand the more. Luke 12:35-48

And he said to them, "Do you not understand this parable? How then will you
understand all the parables? The sower sows the word. And these are the ones
along the path, where the word is sown: when they hear, Satan immediately
comes and takes away the word that is sown in them. And these are the ones
sown on rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear the word, immediately
receive it with joy. And they have no root in themselves, but endure for a while;
then, when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word,
immediately they fall away. And others are the ones sown among thorns. They
are those who hear the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness
of riches and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it
proves unfruitful. But those that were sown on the good soil are the ones who
hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a
hundredfold.” And he said to them, “Is a lamp brought in to be put under a
basket, or under a bed, and not on a stand? For nothing is hidden except to be
made manifest; nor is anything secret except to come to light. If anyone has
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ears to hear, let him hear.” And he said to them, "Pay attention to what you
hear: with the measure you use, it will be measured to you, and still more will
be added to you. For to the one who has, more will be given, and from the one
who has not, even what he has will be taken away.” Mark 4:13-25

Do not be deceived: "Bad company ruins good morals.” Wake up from your
drunken stupor, as is right, and do not go on sinning. For some have no
knowledge of God. I say this to your shame. 1 Corinthians 15:33-34

Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has
righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness?
What accord has Christ with Belial? Or what portion does a believer share with
an unbeliever? What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are
the temple of the living God; as God said, "I will make my dwelling among them
and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
Therefore go out from their midst, and be separate from them, says the Lord,
and touch no unclean thing; then I will welcome you, and I will be a father to
you, and you shall be sons and daughters to me, says the Lord Almighty.” 2
Corinthians 6:14-18

So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. For
those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night.
But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate
of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 1 Thessalonians 5:6-8

Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not found
your works complete in the sight of my God. Remember, then, what you
received and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like
a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come against you. Revelation
3:2-3

Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For
it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. But when
anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, for anything that becomes
visible is light. Therefore it says, "Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.” Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise
but as wise, making the best use of the time, because the days are evil.
Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. And do
not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit,
addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody to the Lord with your heart, giving thanks always and for
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everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting
to one another out of reverence for Christ. Ephesians 5:11-21

"“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness
be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and
trampled under people’s feet. You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill
cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on
a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light
shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to
your Father who is in heaven.” Matthew 5:13-16

“"Hear then the parable of the sower: When anyone hears the word of the
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away
what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. As for
what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and
immediately receives it with joy, yet he has no root in himself, but endures for
a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word,
immediately he falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one
who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches
choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. As for what was sown on good soil,
this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit
and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”
Matthew 13:18-23

Someone might say at least that’s not as bad as refusing to “show up for work”
at all (i.e. rejecting the Gospel) or turning traitor like Judas. (John 8:24, Matt.
26:24-25) That's true, but nevertheless, I don’t think it will be pleasant. I really
wouldn’t take chances like that with something that affects eternity—faith
without works is dead. Fruitless branches are cut off by the vinedresser—God
the Father, who desires His Son to be glorified by those who believe and ABIDE
in Him. The fruit of the Spirit does not include faithlessness, and whoever
doesn’t have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to Him! (John 13:34-35, Matt.
7:12-29, Rom. 8:9, 2Cor. 13:5, Gal. 5:16-25, Rom. 6:19-23)

What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have
works? Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and
lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, “"Go in peace, be warmed
and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is
that? So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. But someone will
say, "You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart from your
works, and I will show you my faith by my works. You believe that God is one;
you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! Do you want to be shown,
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you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless? Was not Abraham
our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? You
see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his
works; and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and
it was counted to him as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. You
see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. And in the same
way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works when she received the
messengers and sent them out by another way? For as the body apart from the
spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead. James 2:14-26

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that
does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he
prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of the word
that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear
fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in
me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him,
he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone
does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me,
and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.
By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my
disciples. As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love.
If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept
my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. These things I have spoken
to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. “"This is my
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love
has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. You are my
friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the
servant does not know what his master is doing,; but I have called you friends,
for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. You did not
choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear
fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my
name, he may give it to you. These things I command you, so that you will love
one another. If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated
you. If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because
you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world
hates you. Remember the word that I said to you: 'A servant is not greater
than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they
kept my word, they will also keep yours. But all these things they will do to you
on account of my name, because they do not know him who sent me.” John
15:1-21
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For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For
we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. Ephesians 2:8-10

The saying is trustworthy, and I want you to insist on these things, so that
those who have believed in God may be careful to devote themselves to good
works. These things are excellent and profitable for people. Titus 3:8

For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it
yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.
Hebrews 12:11

Bear in mind, rewards are not the same as salvation. All who accepted the offer
to work in the parable of the Master's vineyard received the same pay -
salvation. (Matt. 20:1-16, also Matt. 21:28-46, Matt. 12:30, Luke 11:23)
Rewards are about the QUALITY of the work, using what HE gave us, not the
quantity (or length) of "employment." He is fair. Of whom He gave more, He
expects more. (Luke 12:48, Matt. 25:28-46)

Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that
from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving
the Lord Christ. For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done,
and there is no partiality. Colossians 3:23-25

For land that has drunk the rain that often falls on it, and produces a crop
useful to those for whose sake it is cultivated, receives a blessing from God. But
if it bears thorns and thistles, it is worthless and near to being cursed, and its
end is to be burned. Though we speak in this way, yet in your case, beloved,
we feel sure of better things—things that belong to salvation. For God is not
unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you have shown for his
name in serving the saints, as you still do. And we desire each one of you to
show the same earnestness to have the full assurance of hope until the end, so
that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and
patience inherit the promises. Hebrews 6:7-12

For you know what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus. For this
is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality;
that each one of you know how to control his own body in holiness and honor,
not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God; that no one
transgress and wrong his brother in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger
in all these things, as we told you beforehand and solemnly warned you. For
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God has not called us for impurity, but in holiness. Therefore whoever
disregards this, disregards not man but God, who gives his Holy Spirit to you.
1 Thessalonians 4:2-8

The worst part, really, is that Jesus will be denied the great pleasure it gives
Him to reward us for the honor we (should) have brought Him. (If we can't fully
grasp this just yet, we will then. 1 Cor. 13:12) Throughout the ages, those who
truly LOVED Him and served Him faithfully will be obvious to all who see them
by the way they shine like the stars—a reminder of the glory He received by
their yielding to His Spirit within them, to His desires, plans, purposes and will
during their lifetimes, such that He was glorified in and through them. Isn't that
just the most beautiful thought ever? Who would want to rob Jesus of that?

And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge
and all discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure
and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that
comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. Philippians 1:9-11

In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been
grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more
precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to
result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 1 Peter
1:6-7

And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. And those who
are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky above; and those who turn
many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever. Daniel 12:2-3

It's not too late to start living for Him NOW—our beautiful, strong, mighty, wise,
perfect Bridegroom, Savior, Messiah, Redeemer, Ransomer, Lord and King. He
alone is worthy. We can use whatever time we have left storing treasure in
heaven instead of investing in the temporary pleasures of this world that will
soon pass away. We can seek His glory instead of our own comfort. We can
share the Gospel and live like we really believe He's returning one day sooner
today than He was yesterday. He willingly laid down His life for us—may each
of us give all we have in return, and may our faith in Him be proven to be
genuine—purer than gold.

"Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy

and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break
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in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. "The eye
is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full
of light, but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then
the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! "No one can serve two
masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.
“"Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or
what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more
than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds
them. Are you not of more value than they? And which of you by being anxious
can add a single hour to his span of life? And why are you anxious about
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor
spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of
these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of
little faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What
shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these
things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first
the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added
to you. "Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be
anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.” Matthew 6:19-34

“"Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with
moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not
fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. For where your treasure
is, there will your heart be also.” Luke 12:32-34

For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has
died for all, therefore all have died; and he died for all, that those who live
might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was
raised. 2 Corinthians 5:14-15

"The master commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the
sons of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than
the sons of light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of
unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may receive you into the eternal
dwellings. "One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one
who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. If then you have not
been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches?
And if you have not been faithful in that which is another’s, who will give you
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that which is your own? No servant can serve two masters, for either he will
hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise
the other. You cannot serve God and money.” Luke 16:8-13

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives
in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave himself for me. Galatians 2:20

Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way
of thinking, for whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, so as to
live for the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for human passions but for the
will of God. For the time that is past suffices for doing what the Gentiles want
to do, living in sensuality, passions, drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, and
lawless idolatry. With respect to this they are surprised when you do not join
them in the same flood of debauchery, and they malign you; but they will give
account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 1 Peter 4:1-5

Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will
see the Lord. See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God,; that no
“root of bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become
defiled; that no one is sexually immoral or unholy like Esau, who sold his
birthright for a single meal. For you know that afterward, when he desired to
inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no chance to repent, though
he sought it with tears. Hebrews 12:14-17

Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier gets entangled
in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who enlisted him. An
athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules. It is the
hard-working farmer who ought to have the first share of the crops. Think over
what I say, for the Lord will give you understanding in everything. 2 Timothy
2:3-7

Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the
prize? So run that you may obtain it. Every athlete exercises self-control in all
things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. So
I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. But I discipline my
body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should
be disqualified. 1 Corinthians 9:24-27

But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the

world, and we cannot take anything out of the world. But if we have food and
clothing, with these we will be content. But those who desire to be rich fall into
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temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge
people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of
evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith
and pierced themselves with many pangs. But as for you, O man of God, flee
these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness,
gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to
which you were called and about which you made the good confession in the
presence of many witnesses. 1 Timothy 6:6-12

You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is
enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes
himself an enemy of God. James 4:4

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.
Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also
to all who have loved his appearing. 2 Timothy 4:7-8

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the
love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the
flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is
from the world. And the world is passing away along with its desires, but
whoever does the will of God abides forever. 1 John 2:15-17

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father,
and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows
him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. "I will not leave
you as orphans; I will come to you. Yet a little while and the world will see me
no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. In that day you
will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. Whoever has my
commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me
will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.”
Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, "Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself
to us, and not to the world?” Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will
keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make
our home with him. Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And
the word that you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me. "These things
I have spoken to you while I am still with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring
to your remembrance all that I have said to you.” John 14:15-26
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Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him,
you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory,
obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 1 Peter 1:8-9

But, as it is written, “"What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of
man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him”—these things
God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything,
even the depths of God. 1 Corinthians 2:9-10

So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before
my Father who is in heaven, but whoever denies me before men, I also will
deny before my Father who is in heaven. "Do not think that I have come to
bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I
have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother,
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. And a person’s enemies will
be those of his own household. Whoever loves father or mother more than me
is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not
worthy of me. And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy
of me. Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake
will find it. Matthew 10:32-39

And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and
take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose
it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. For what does it profit a
man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits himself? For whoever is
ashamed of me and of my words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed when
he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. Luke
9:23-26

For anyone who is not aware of this (as I was not until writing this article),
“fiancé” refers to the male party and “fiancée” refers to the female party to the
betrothal. Both words are pronounced the same.

Written by Tricia Berg, (April 2018), 20 pp. If you have been blessed by this article,
you are free to share but do not claim as your own or sell, and do not make
modifications and attribute them to me. You can download as many free pdf devotional
articles as you wish from my blog: http://layoutfortoday.blogspot.com/ (The most
recent articles are at the bottom of the page after you click on the “free pdf
downloads” tab at the top of the page.) You can also read this article at my other blog:
http://clotheyourselves.com/, where the Bible verses should pop up when you hover
over the cites.
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